264:                To Sir Horace Mann               [mo

ample justice, and have always been completely convinced
that they have been in fault. Your temper and flowing
benevolence for forty years have been always uniform; and
it is least of all likely that you should grow sour only to
those I interfere for. I know you and my countrymen
better. The latter have retained few of their virtues, but
I do not find that they have exchanged them for urbanity;
Mr. Windham, I believe, is a worthy man, but I wish he
had been less morose.

P.S. I have heard this evening that an account is arrived
of WalsinghamV having joined Kodney, and that the
Eussian fleet is returned to the pole. Do not imagine, by
this short letter, that, though I do not drop our corre-
spondence, I am curtailing it by degrees. I could lengthen
my letters by dwelling on circumstances; but that is not
my manner. I seldom even inquire after them. The result
of events is all I wish to know and to communicate. How
can one wish to learn what one does not wish to remember ?
The newspapers give you details. I pretend but to skim
the current of facts, and to mark what is true for your
information. The multiplicity of lies coined every day only
perplexes, not instructs. When I send you falsehoods, at
least I believe or think them probable at the time, and
correct myself afterwards, when I perceive I have been
misled. I, who am in no secrets, trust to facts alone, as
far as they come to light. Mercy on future historians,
whose duty it will be to sift the ashes of all the tales with
which the narratives of the present war have been crammed I
Some will remain inexplicable. This jaunt of the Eussian
squadron will be one of the enigmas.

2 Captain   Hon.   Bobert   Boyle-     October 1780, during a terrible hurri-
Walsmgham, fiffch son of first Earl     cane in the West Indies,
of Shannon.   He was lost at sea inourt.
